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AMENDING CHAPTER 28, ARTICLE 111, SECTION 28-92, 
EXCEPTIONS TO PERMIT REQUIREMENTS; AND CHAPTER 
28, ARTICLE IV, SECTION 28-247, VARIANCE AND APPEALS 
PROCEDURES OF THE CITY CODE OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 28, Article 111, Section 28-92 (7), Exceptions to the Permit 
Requirements, and Article IV, Section 28-247 (a), Variance and Appeals Procedures, of 
the City Code of San Antonio, Texas are hereby amended by adding the language that is 
underlined (added) and deleting the language that is stricken (ddetd)  to the existing text. 

Sec. 28-92 Exceptions. 

Exceptions to the permit requirements of this article are: 

(7) Signs which display noncommercial or political speech, provided that all 
noncommercial or political sims (other than temporary signs? not exceeding 
fifteen (15) square feet of facing composed of durable material, situated wholly 
upon private property and securely affixed to a building, fence or wall and having 
a frame or trim not more than three (3) inches wide? . . - shall comply 
with sections 28-113, "Attachment and Windloads," 28-114, "Materials 
Supports," and 28-1 15, "Electric Wiring." 

Sec. 28-247 Variance and appeals procedures. 

(a) Any person seeking a variance from the requirements of this article or 
requesting to appeal an interpretation of an inspector or a decision of the director 
of development services shall submit a written request along with a three hundred 
dollar ($300.00) fee to the development services department. A person requesting 
to appeal an interpretation of an inspector or a decision of the director of 
development services must submit a written request and the fee within fifteen (1 5) 
days of the denial of the permit. If a person makes a written request to an 
inspector for a written denial of a permit, a written denial shall be issued. If a 
written denial is not so issued, then the board shall consider the permit to have 
been denied on the date the written request for denial was received by the 
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inspector. Upon receipt of the variance or appeal request and fee, the variance and 
appeal request shall be placed on the first open date on the board's docket. 

SECTION 2. If any part of this Ordinance, or any appendix hereto, for any reason, is 
held illegal or invalid, or any exception to or limitation on any general provision 
contained in this Ordinance or its attachments is held to be unconstitutional or invalid, the 
remainder nevertheless stands effective and valid as if it had been enacted and ordained 
without the portion held to be unconstitutional or invalid. 

SECTION 3. All other provisions of Chapter 28, City Code of the City of San Antonio 
remain in full force and effect except as expressly amended by this Ordinance. 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after passage upon the 
receipt of eight (8) affirmative votes; otherwise, it shall take effect on February 26, 2006. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 1 6 ' ~  day of February, 2006. 

Q/+r*ii? 
ATTEST: 3. @ PHIL HARDBEROIER 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPART 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA MEMORANDUM I 

TO: Sheryl Sculley, City Manager 

FROM: Florencio Peiia 111, Director, Development Services Department 

SUBJECT: Amendments to Chapter 28, Sign Ordinance of the City Code 

DATE: February 16,2006 

SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATION 

Consideration of amendments to Chapter 28, Sign Ordinance of the City Code, section 28-92 
clarifying language that exempts noncommercial or political signs from permit requirements and 
adding language to section 28-247 for the variance and appeals process to clarify that a person may 
appeal an interpretation of an inspector and that a written denial shall be issued upon written request 
of a permit denial. 

@ Staff recommends approval of the amendments. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Chapter 28, Sign Ordinance of the City Code, section 28-92 (1)-(7) contains exceptions to the 
permit requirements of this article. Exception (7) is clarifying language that will allow signs which 
display noncommercial or political speech regardless of size. 

Section 28-247 is being amended to add language to clarify that an appeal may be made of a 
decision of the director of development services or of an interpretation of an inspector. Also 
clarified is that, in accordance with standard practice, a written denial of a permit request must be 
issued if a person makes a written request. Currently, the language does not state that a written 
denial is required upon request and the code does not specifically say that the Board of Adjustment 
can hear an appeal in the absence of a written denial. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact. 



COORDINATION 

This item has been coordinated with the City Attorney's Office. 

Director, Development Services Department 

Approved for Council Consideration: 

sheryl Sculley " v 
City Manager 
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