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AN ORDINANCE 2 0 0 6 - 0 2 - 2 3 - 0 2 5 8  
AMENDING TECHNICAL BOARD REGULATIONS TO ALLOW FOR THE 
SELECTION OF MEMBERS BY PREFERRED CATEGORIES RATHER THAN 
REQUIRED CATEGORIES. 

WHEREAS, the City has adopted technical codes, with local amendments, for the building, fire, 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing industries in the City of San Antonio and in accordance with the 
qualifications required by those codes, has created boards with specific membership categories for the 
purpose of hearing appeals regarding the implementation of these codes; and 

WHEREAS, it has become a challenge to interest and appoint qualified individuals to these technical 
boards, due in part to the specific categorization placed upon the membership of those boards; and 

WHEREAS, in an attempt to overcome this challenge, fill the vacancies on the technical boards and 
avoid cancelled meetings due to lack of quorums, Councilmember Chip Haass has requested that the City 
Council consider an item changing the categories for the Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals, the 
Mechanical Board of Appeals, the Plumbing Appeals and Advisory Board, and the Electrical Examining 
and Supervising Board from required categories to preferred categories, to the extent permitted by state 
law, NOW THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. The request of City Councilmember Chip Haass, District 10, that the City Council 
consider changing the categories for the Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals, the Mechanical Board 
of Appeals, the Plumbing Appeals and Advisory Board and the Electrical Examining and Supervising 
Board from required categories to preferred categories, to the extent permitted by state law, is approved. 
A copy of the request is attached to this ordinance as Exhibit 1. 

SECTION 2. The provision of the City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 6, entitled "Buildings", 
Article 111, entitled "Building Code" Section 6-37, entitled "Amendments", locally amending Section 
1 12.1 of the International Building Code, is amended by adding the underscored words and deleting those 
struck through and bracketed to read in its entirety as follows: 

"Section 112.1 General. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or 
determinations made by the building official and fire chief relative to the application and 
interpretation of the building and fire code, and to determine appeals regarding the suitability of 
alternate materials and types of construction, there shall be and is hereby created a building and 
fire code board of appeals consisting of eleven persons residing in the city. The findings of the 
board regarding appeals of modifications shall be advisory in nature. It is preferred that the 
[=board [shdljconsist of two structural engineers, two architects, four builders, two lay 
persons and one person with expertise in fire prevention. The fire chief and building official shall 
be ex officio members. The building official shall be an ex officio member of and shall act as 
secretary to said board-] the building official or fire chief shall have no$ vote upon any 
matter before the board. The board of appeals shall be appointed by the W&y] 
 council[^]. The term of office shall not exceed two (2) years and shall be limited to three 
(3) consecutive two-year terms. All vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term 
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only. The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its meetings and 
shall render all decisions and findings in writing to the appellant with a duplicate to the building 
official and fire chief. Each application to the board shall be accompanied by a filing fee as set 
forth in the fee schedule adopted by the City of San Antonio." 

The remainder of the City of San Antonio City Code, Chapter 6, entitled "Buildings", Article 111, entitled 
"Building Code", Section 6-37 entitled "Amendments" remains in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3. The provision in the City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 6 entitled "Buildings", 
Article XI11 entitled "International Residential Code", Section 6-630 entitled "Adoption of the 
International Residential Code" locally amending Section R112.1 of the International Residential Code, is 
amended by adding the underscored words and deleting those struck through and bracketed to read in its 
entirety as follows: 

"Section R112.1 General. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or 
determinations made by the building official and fire chief relative to the application and 
interpretation of the building and fire code, and to determine appeals regarding the suitability of 
alternate materials and types of construction, there shall be and is hereby created a building and 
fire code board of appeals consisting of eleven persons residing in the city. The findings of the 
board regarding appeals of modifications shall be advisory in nature. It is preferred that the [w 
board [slwKj consist of two structural engineers, two architects, four builders, two lay persons and 
one person with expertise in fire prevention. The fire chief and building official shall be ex 
officio members. The building official shall be an ex officio member of and shall act as secretary 
to said board&Aut] the building official or fire chief shall have no vote upon any matter 
before the board. The board of appeals shall be appointed by the Wei-Q] C o u n c i l [ d ] .  
The term of office shall not exceed two (2) years and shall be limited to three (3) consecutive 
two-year terms. All vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term only. The 
board shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its meetings and shall render all 
decisions and findings in writing to the appellant with a duplicate to the building official and fire 
chief. Each application to the board shall be accompanied by a filing fee as set forth in the fee 
schedule adopted by the City of San Antonio." 

The remainder of the City of San Antonio City Code, Chapter 6, entitled "Buildings", Article XI11 entitled 
"International Residential Code" Section 6-630 entitled "Adoption of the International Residential Code" 
remains in full force and effect. 

SECTION 4. The City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 11, entitled "Fire Prevention", Article 111, 
entitled "Fire Prevention Code", Section 11-40, entitled "Amendments made in the International Fire 
Code" locally amending Section 108.1 of the International Fire Code by adding Section 108.la, is 
amended by adding the underscored words and deleting those struck through and bracketed to read in its 
entirety as follows: 

"a. General. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations made by 
the building official and fire chief relative to the application and interpretation of the building and 
fire code, and to determine appeals regarding the suitability of alternate materials and types of 
construction, there shall be and is hereby created a building and fire code board of appeals 
consisting of eleven persons residing in the city. The findings of the board regarding appeals of 
modifications shall be advisory in nature. It is preferred that the [w board [sha&j consist of 
two structural engineers, two architects, four builders, two lay persons and one person with 
expertise in fire prevention. The fire chief shall be an ex officio member. The building official 
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shall be an ex officio member of and shall act as secretary to said board but the building official 
or fire chief shall have no* vote upon any matter before the board. The board of appeals shall be 
appointed by the City Council. The term of office shall not exceed two (2) years and shall be 
limited to three (3) consecutive two-year terms. All vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired 
portion of the term only. The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting 
its meetings and shall render all decisions and findings in writing to the appellant with a duplicate 
to the building official and fire chief. Each application to the board shall be accompanied by a 
filing fee as set forth in the fee schedule adopted by the City of San Antonio." 

The remainder of the City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 11, entitled "Fire Prevention", Article 111, 
entitled "Fire Prevention Code", Section 11-40, entitled "Amendments made in the International Fire 
Code" remains in full force and effect. 

SECTION 5. The City of San Antonio City Code, Chapter 6, entitled "Buildings", Article V, entitled 
"Mechanical Code", Section 6-67 entitled "Amendments" locally amending the 2003 edition of the 
Uniform Mechanical Code by adding Subsection 1 10.1.1, is amended by adding the underscored words 
and deleting those struck through and bracketed to read in its entirety as follows: 

"The mechanical board of appeals shall consist of 11 appointive members residing in the city. 
is preferred that the[%] appointive members [wd-Qconsist of one licensed mechanical 
contractor, two licensed mechanical technicians, one of whom shall represent the open shop 
segment of the industry and one of whom shall represent the union segment, two professional 
engineers, one commercial refrigeration contractor, one manufacturer's representative or 
distributor of refrigeration, heating or air conditioning equipment, one licensed architect, and 
three laypersons (consumer representatives). When making; appointments. the Citv Council shall 
endeavor to appoint union and non-union members in an equal representation. Limit of three 
consecutive 2-year terms." 

The remainder of City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 6, entitled "Buildings", Article V. entitled 
"Mechanical Code", Section 6-67 entitled "Amendments" remains in full force and effect. 

SECTION 6. The City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 10, entitled "Electricity", Article 11, entitled 
"Administration and Enforcement", Division 3, entitled "Electrical Examining and Supervising Board, 
Section 10-66(b) is amended by adding the underscored words and deleting those struck through and 
bracketed to read in its entirety as follows: 

"(b) It is preferred that the [The] appointive members  consist of one (1) general contractor 
or practicing master electrician; one (1) practicing professional engineer licensed in the state; two 
(2) practicing master electricians, [t] one of whoa shall be recommended by a nationally 
recognized trade association representing the non-union segment; and one of whom shall be 
recommended by a nationally recognized trade association representing the union segment; two 
(2) journeymen electricians,[$] one of whom shall represent the open shop segment of the industry 
and one of whom shall represent the union segment; one (1) Homebuilder; one (1) master sign 
electrician; and three (3) layperson/consumers. When making; appointments, the City Council 
shall endeavor to appoint union and non-union members in an equal representation." 

SECTION 7. The City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 24, entitled "Plumbing", Article 11, entitled 
"Plumbing Code", Section 24-12, locally amending the 2003 edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code by 
adding Section 102.4.2, is amended by adding the underscored words and deleting those struck through 
and bracketed to read in its entirety as follows: 
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"102.4.2 The appointive members shall be appointed by the W&y] C o u n c i l [ d ] f o r  two- 
year terms. It is preferred that the[%] appointive members  consist of one homebuilder;[,] 
one architect;[,] two master plumbers, one of whom shall represent the open shop segment of the 
industry and one of whom shall represent the union shop segment; two journeyman plumbers, one 
of whom shall represent the open shop segment and one of whom shall represent the union 
segment; one practicing professional mechanical engineer;[,] one plumbing contractor and three 
laymen/consumers. When makina appointments, the City Council shall endeavor to appoint 
union and non-union members in an equal representation." 

The remainder of the City of San Antonio City Code Chapter 24, entitled "Plumbing", Article 11, entitled 
"Plumbing Code", Section 24-12 remains in full force and effect. 

SECTION 8. This Ordinance is effective immediately upon the receipt of eight (8) affirmative votes, or 
in the event eight (8) votes are not obtained, on the tenth day after passage. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 23rdday of February 2006. 

&& M A Y O R  

ATTEST: 9&iG+Gd 
c ~ Q  Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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Description: An Ordinance amending technical board regulations to allow for the selection of members 
by preferred categories rather than required categories, as requested by Councilmember Chip Haass, 
Disctrict 10. [Presented by Leticia Vacek, City Clerk] 
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