Decision Paper

Alfred Duque

Request for Extension of LOD Leave

Issue

Alfred Duque, a Fire Apparatus Operator (FAO), 35-B, seeks an extension of LOD leave from March 3, 2007 to June 20, 2007, for an injury suffered on June 13, 2005.  This extension would restore eight hundred and forty hours (840) hours, or thirty-five (35) shifts of personal and annual leave. The extension requires an approval by City Council.  The department must submit a request for ordinance that includes the Fire Chief’s recommendation.

Facts

· During a water training exercise, FAO Duque injured to his neck and mid-back on June 13, 2005. His condition progressively worsened over time.  

· FAO Duque was on LOD leave from February 28, 2006 to February 26, 2007. 

· The attending physician, Dr. Welch, diagnosed the injury as a cervical and thoracic sprain.

· FAO Duque underwent repeated epidural injections of lidocaine hydrocholoride solution in order to manage the pain within the afflicted area.  

· He underwent extensive rehabilitation including regular physical therapy sessions, and participation in a work hardening program for several months.

· September 22, 2006, a MRI scan was preformed on FAO Duque’s thoracic spine, but the results were inconclusive.

· On February 22, 2007, FAO Duque changed attending physicians and is currently under the care of Dr. Brad Burdin.

· FAO Duque is currently attending regular physical therapy sessions in conjunction with retinue trigger point injections.

· Currently, FAO Duque is assigned to light duty in the Community Resources division.

Considerations

· FAO Duque seeks an extension of lie of duty leave totaling eight hundred and forty hours (840) hours, or thirty-five (35) shifts of personal and annual leave.

Recommendation

(   Approved

(   Disapproved

______________________________

__________________

Charles N. Hood, Fire Chief


Date

